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Introduction Methodology

Management of soil borne pests in commercial Florida strawberry farms is a reoccurring Raised Bed: Planting beds were inoculated with soil-borne diseases, Sting nematodes, and
challenge. To meet the demand for domestically produced winter fruit, while remaining in = common weed seeds before treatment. Four replicates of five treatments were randomly
compliance with regulatory pressure and production costs, Florida’s strawberry growers have placed into planting beds previously farmed in strawberries. Following summer

limited options for soil borne pest control and have come to rely on use of the few remaining solarization/ASD, beds were formed in September (Fumigated) and in October, half of the
fumigants, and, organically, new land, isolation, high rates of soil amendments, and a variety = ASD and Solarization plots with clear plastic were painted black.

of organically approved products with varying levels of efficacy. Flat Ground: Bare ground areas were inoculated with soil-borne diseases, Sting nematodes,

Here, we build on previous work from these and other researchers to develop site-specific and common weed seeds before treatment. Four replicates of four treatments were placed
“Best Practices” for alternative nematode and pathogenic soil fungi control for Central Florida. = into previously farmed strawberry ground. Each plot comprises one planted bed 120 ft in

Two summer solarization trials took place at the Dover Lab and yields for ASD + Solarization length. Following summer solarization and ASD plots, beds were formed in September.

were on par with fumigation. This season we increased precision of applications for manure
and molasses and included raised beds or flat ground comparisons. ASD/Solarization — July-September

Fumigation — Septembers

™ Raised Bed: The beds were formed before the application of materials; A NS, > -a,DJanted October 14;_,
Clamco was utilized to knife the chicken litter directly into the treated S o S First HarVeSt - D_ec_e_m ber 5

plot, followed by molasses pumped directly into the treated area. Beds e o | -
were then rototilled and reformed then covered with clear or opaque
plastic depending on the treatment.

Flat Ground: In many commercial settings, ASD and Solarization
treatments are easier accomplished on flat ground. Here, the chicken
manure was applied to the treated area utilizing a cone spreader, _. o RN
followed by mechanical injection of molasses, then the area was disked . Control p|0t5 Were

and plastic mulched. “"‘"*fumlgated in Septemlber
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